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during  the 1970s and 1980s, Marx’s  construction of   social  class was 
highly influential in shaping the work of  early economic and social his-
torians, who began to explore the nature of  class relationships across 






defined  in  terms of  occupational or  trade conflict, with an emphasis 
on formal, collective grievances. Industrial occupations that, in Marxist 
thought, were identified with “modern”, capitalist societies were priori-


















Women and the Labour Movement in Scotland, 1850–1914  (1991) offered a 


















































































marker of  civilisation. Women’s participation  in civil  society became a 
sign  of   their  civility  and  politeness,  an  outward  demonstration  of   the 

































of  different facets of  identity that shape purchasing choices,  including 
ethnic identity, sexuality, the physical body, but also retains an awareness 
of  the structural constraints in creating cohesive social groupings.




groups  as  social  “classes”,  as well  as  looking  for  the  emergence of   a 
“middle” or “business” class that would herald the shift to a “modern” 
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